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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE'COMMISSTON

In the Matter of the
Nebraska Publ-ic Service
Commission, on its own
Motion, to administer the
Universal Service Fund High-
Cost Program: Vrlindstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Requést.

Application No. NUSF-99.S5

GRANTED

Entered: July L6, 20Lg

FTNDTNGS

, 20L9 T¡rlindstream Nebraska

BY THE COMMTSSION:

OP]NI

By Application
fnc., (Windstream oï
the Nebraska Universal_
application appeared in

ON AND

filed April 9
Applicant )

Service
The Dail-

seeks high-cost support
Fund (NUSF). Notice of

from
the

April 1 5, 2019, and in the Lincol_n Journal Star , Lincoln on
April L9, 2079. No protests or
therefore, the Commission processed
to its Rule oÎ tqodifieO procedure.

y Record , Omaha, Nebraska on

i-nterventions h/ere f lled;
this application pursuant

vüindstream seeks support in the amount of sixty-nine
thousand two hundred ninety dollars ( ç69,2gO) for theconstruction of facilities to the southeastern area of the
Ashland, Nebraska TLEC exchange. According to windstream, the
central office for Ashl-and is currentry connected with
interoffice fiber facil-ities. Customers within the reach of
the central office may be able t.o receive 4 Mbps or better
depending on their distance to the facil-ities. This project
will ptace equipment at one site, one remote Base station
approximately 6.6 miles southeast of the Ashl-and central
Office, with fiber placed to the nearest available existing
fiber acce.ss point., These network upgrades wil_l enable a f ixed
wj-reless network capable of providing speeds of between 1O and
100 Mbps downl-oad.

vüindstream projects the total deployment cost for theproject is $134,423 and is seeking NUSF support in the amount
of ç69,290. The difference between the tolal project costs and
the requested funding is because windstream is not seeki_ng
funding in the areas funded by the Federal Communicatj-ons
commission's (FCC's) connect Ame::ica Fund phase rr program.
vrlindstream is requesting that the funding for this project be
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applied agalnst
lrï.i ¡-l^+-^i*rrr¡¡vÐL!çalll .

the remaining 20Ii funds allotted to

Vüindstream estimates the project will be compteted within
1 80 dar¡s of .ann] i ¡rl- i nn ãnñr^Ì7-'l Tç ÈL^ ^-^r ^-,L i -qÈ/y!vvqr. f! L¡rç IJ!(JJsuL JÞ dppl.oveo,
V[indstrêam will coflìmit to providing broadband service to all
househords in the project area for a minimum of five years.

The Commission staff conducted an analysis of the census
blocks submitted and compared t.he information against the
Connect America Fund Phase fI eligible areas. The Commission
staff al-so reviewed the census block information and compared
it to its wireline Broadband Mapping data, which uses FCc Form417 deployment data collected by the Fcc biannualJ_y. The
cornmission f inds support shoul-d be granted in the amount of
ç69,290 as requested by Windstream.

Reguests for Reimbursement:

windstream .must first make the investment and then mayfile a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.
Vüindstream does not need to complete the construction process
prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, it may work with the
NUSF Department to develop interval-s at which reimbursement
can be sought. The NUSF Department will reimburse ürlindstream
for capital J-mprovement costs mad.e relative to and as included
irt the apprication filed by the company for the projects
approved in this order. once the j_nvestment is made,
Vüindstream shall file a request for support, provide the NUSF
Department with documentation consistent with Department
policy and shall- certify to the Department that it had made
the described investment for '.the provision, maintenance and
upgrading of facilities and services in the described rural-
areas.

Reportinq Requirements:

l{indstream shall filer on an annual_ basis, consistent
with federally designated eligible telecommunications carriers
(ETCs) , the information required by the commission, s
Tel-ecommunj-cations Rules pert.aining to ETCs and the investment
information required by the commission, s order in Docket NUSF-
66. The report should make clear to the commission that
[rtindstream wi]-l not request reimbursement for equipment where
grant money hras a.l_so received from another source
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Vüe further remind Applicant that consistent with the
Commission's ETC requirements in Title 291, Neb. Admin. Code,
Chapter 5, S 009.0443, the Commission requires all ETCs to
repórt on the number of unfulfilled requests for broadband
service on an annual basis. Applicant must notify the
Commission of any requests for broadband that it hlas not able
to fulfill ín the service territory where support is provided'
At a minimum, Applicant shoul-d identif y the f ollowing
information in its annua.I ETC report to the Commission: 1) the
support area, 2) a description of the measures taken, and 3)

the reasons for its inability to provide the requested
service. Vüindstream shall file its annuaf report on or before
June 1 of each Year.

As a condition of receiving support, ETCs must offer
broadband service in the supported areas that meet certain
basic performance requirements. Upon completion of the project
approved herej-n, w€ require Applicant to demonstrate
compliance with certain minimum performance requirements. Vüe

ruqrrir" Apptícant to provide evidence that the service
defloyed using NUSF support is provided as indicated in the
apþfiãation. Applicant must conduct testing for both speed and

fãlency and provide results f rom those tests. I¡üe htilt af f ord
Applicant the flexibility to measure performance across
Oãþtoyments in a manner that is best suited to determine the
spàed and latency of the service provided to end user
qonsumers. However, Applicant must indicate how they measuled
broadband performance, including whether it hras consistent
with existing network management systems, ping tests t ot other
commonly avaitable network measurement tool-s, a provider-
developãd self-testing configuraLion, or results from the
FCC's Measuring Broadband in America (MBA) program'1 Such

inf ormati-on should be f,iled no l-ater than 90 days f ollowing
completi-on of the supported project (s) .

In additionr âo ETC has an obligation to advertise the
availabílity of services that are supported by universal
service support mechanism using media of general
distribution.2 To ensure that this obligation is'met, the
Commission requires Applicant to provide it with a copy of its

I See fn Re Connect America Fund, CAF Phase fI Price Cap Service Obligation
Order, I¡trC Docket No. 10-90, 28 ECC Rcd at 15071, paras ' 2.3-25 (October 31'

2013) i see afso Performance Measures Public Notice, 32 FCC Rcd at 9323'
para. 6 (December 6, 2OI7) and In re cQnnect Anerica Fund, vüc Docket No'

10-90, Order, 33 FCC Rcd 6509 (July 6, 2018)'

2See 47 c.F.R. S 54.201.
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how thc qllnn^rl-ô^ ô^---.: ^^vs¡J¡/vr uçu Ðçr- v J-ue wdö actvertl_secl.

Applicant shal_l' be required to compl_eteprojects within two (2\ vê.rra rrnm r-r--. r-!-
un1ãss. sood "u"". 

-i" 
"i-,1i,.,'ãJr-", l-";., i:=*oi:;;"
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as a description of

the approved
of this Order
n date.

The commission maintains broadband avair-abirity data andupdates that information on at .l_east an annual_ bãsis. As acondition of this support, trüindstream must report broadbandavail-ability to the commission upon request. ürrindstream mustalso confirm that it will- not seek duplicative support throughthe FCC/s funding mechanisms"

Broadband Commi

ORDER
ïT rs THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska public servicecommission that the above-captioned apprication submitted byvüindstream be and it is hereby granted ïs described herein.
rT IS FURTHER ORDERED that t¡ùindstream shall- be subject toall terms and conditions adopted in this o.J.r. -

ENTERED AND MADE EFFECTTvE at Lincorn, Nebraska, this16th day of JuJ_y, 2OIg.

, NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSTON

COMMISSON Þekryl_r

ATTBST:

Executive Director
g4_*S 4Å,e


